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At the time | didn’t know how much | would fall in love with Kaneyama.

It honestly feels like only yesterday that | came to Kaneyama.

On the 23™ of August, 2017, while | was thinking “wow its really hot today”, | hopped off the train in my full suit and
made my way to Kaneyama for the first time. At that time, | was full of excitement and nerves. Will | be ok? Can | live
here all by myself? Can | make friends? Will my Japanese make sense?

| clearly remember the smiles of the people, the scent of cedar, the sound of the rushing water through the town, the
never-ending rice fields and looking at the Kaneyama Mountains and feeling relieved. It had felt as though | wasn’t
oming to a new place, but coming home. It was like Kaneyama had already been my second home all along.

All of a sudden, three years have passed and | can’t help but feel sad when | think about leaving Kaneyama.Living in
Kaneyama has been so much fun. Since coming to Kaneyama, | experienced my first snow, ski, snowboard, participated
in the Kaneyama festival, did sumo, learnt Koto and | have taught majority of the children living here. Other than that, |
have experienced many things that | couldn’t in Australia and have been welcomed warmly from the beginning by
everyone. For example, my favorite food that | ate in Kaneyama, which may surprise some people, is “Natto Jiru”,
“Imoni” and “Ramen”. Honestly, they are like the best foods | have had in my entire life.

Above all else, my greatest memory is being together with everyone at school. When | felt down, | would go to chool,
talk with the students and laugh. They would always give me strength. The students of Kaneyama are funny, nice and
extremely polite. | am very proud to have watched the students grow up and | am very thankful for the opportunity. | am
also extremely grateful to all the teachers that | had the pleasure to work with. | am grateful for their support and thankful
for how much they put up with my Japanese. Everyone is so extremely nice that moving to a new workplace is quite
scary. | have become so used to living at a Kaneyama pace that | may not get used to my new job.

Now, as | depart on my next journey in life, | will climb the Kaneyama Mountains for the last time, look out over the
beautiful rice fields and the mountains | have grown to love, and look back on all the fond memories that | have made
with everyone. | don’t know when | will return, but to my second home time, | will shout out from car window,

“AToTEFET”
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